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The mission of Europe Makes School in Estonia (EMS) is to support, enhance and 

promote cultural education and cultural exchange between young people from 

different countries. The aim of the programme is to increase tolerance and 

understanding between young people from European countries by raising pupils’ and 

foreign exchange students’ awareness about different cultures. The programme 

consists of many small projects which are carried out by exchange students (ERASMUS 

etc.) to introduce their country and culture in Estonian schools. The topics and content 

of the projects can vary depending on the interests of the exchange student, subject of 

the supervising teacher, expectations of the school, and the age of school children 

participating in the project. However, all the projects carry a common purpose: to 

introduce different European cultures in a gripping and fun way.  
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Dear reader,  

it was almost three years ago in Konstanz, 

Germany, when a friend of mine suggested 

that I take part in the programme “Europa 

macht Schule”. She had participated a year 

before and she was so enthusiastic about it 

that she talked me into participating. As a 

result I ended up visiting two schools in 

Southern Germany with another Estonian 

exchange student and telling children about 

Estonia. I’m sure that they found out a lot of 

new things about Estonia and not because I 

was a great teacher – which I’m definitely 

not – but because they knew absolutely nothing about Estonia before. When they were 

asked about the location of Estonia, one boy suggested that Estonia was somewhere in 

Texas. Although such a mistake is easily made even by Americans, I dare to hope that 

at least those exchange students that have been participating in Estonian EMS 

programme are now experts in Estonian geography, because we have sent some of 

them to the most remote places of our country to discover the real Estonia.  

But now back to the story of founding EMS programme in Estonia… Some time had 

passed since I had shown German school children some shocking pictures of tons of 

snow covering Estonian lowlands, when I got an invitation to go to Berlin and learn how 

to make EMS programme at home. We were told that we should start small: only a 

couple of students and one school in the university town, so that the logistics would be 

very simple and costs minimal. That didn’t sound very challenging for me, so for a 

little while I thought of forgetting starting EMS at home. Especially as I already had 

quite enough old obligations and new challenges waiting for me.  
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However, I have one fundamental character flaw: when I’m given something for free or 

I’m taught something, I feel obliged to give something back. So, no wonder that soon 

after Berlin I felt obliged to do my own EMS programme back at home. But I also knew 

that I didn’t want to start with one small project for two exchange students and one 

school as I was taught in Berlin. A megalomaniac like me had to involve a lot more 

people into it, starting with my good old friend Annika Jalak, who was the very first 

person to help me with starting the EMS programme in Estonia. Luckily we found some 

more people from the Foundation Domus Dorpatensis to help us manage this 

programme throughout the last two years. First and foremost I would like to thank my 

team members – Annika, Anni Marie, Helin, Ivar-Endrik, Jüri, Katre, Kärt, Liina, and 

Sandra – for their time and dedication.  

Opening the registration for schools and exchange students in 2013 was our moment 

of truth. At one point it seemed almost terrifying how many schools wanted to take 

part in our little programme. It was certain from the beginning that we could never find 

so many exchange students to send to all the schools that would have liked to 

welcome one. However, I must admit that the signing up of each and every exchange 

student and school has made me incredibly happy because they are the ones who 

make this programme really work. I’m very grateful to all the students who have joined 

the programme in last two years and I hope that for them it was as great of an 

experience as my project in the German schools was for me. I’m also sure that most of 

them were way better teachers than I am because I have heard so many nice things 

about them and their projects from the school teachers. I’m quite confident that EMS 

team will hear the same about our future participants in coming years.  

In the following pages you can find out more about our amazing participants and their 

wonderful projects which have taken place in schools all over Estonia. So, enjoy and 

get inspired!   

Mai Beilmann  

Founder of Europe makes school in Estonia and programme manager in 2013 and 2014  
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EMS in 2013: FACTS AND FIGURES   

Period:  02.01.2013–04.07.2013 

Funding:  Youth in Action Programme  

Number of EMS school projects:  12  

Number of participating exchange students:  12  

Number of participating schools:  12  

Number of participating school children:  ca 500  

EMS team in 2013  

Mai Beilmann  – Programme coordinator  

Ivar-Endrik Eiche  – Team member (small tasks)   

Annika Jalak  – Team member (small tasks)  

Jüri Käosaar  – Team member (student recruitment)   

 

 

 

 

EMS Estonia core 

team from the 

very beginning:  

Mai Beilmann,  

Jüri Käosaar, and 

Annika Jalak  
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EMS projects in 2013  

EMS programme in Estonia started with great success in 2013. We had 12 very 

motivated participants and all of them implemented their projects as planned. Our 

participants came from 7 different countries and were very resourceful in finding 

interesting ways to introduce their country to pupils.  

The programme won great popularity among the schools from the very beginning. 

Unfortunately this popularity also had its downside: EMS team could not send 

exchange students to many schools that were interested. As a result, there was quite a 

strong competition among schools to participate in the programme.  

 

EMS map 2013: students from 7 countries participated  
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Preparation of the participating students is an important part of EMS programme in 

Estonia. The preparatory meetings and pedagogical seminar are held before the 

classroom activities to inform and instruct the participants about the EMS programme, 

Estonian school system and teaching methods. These meetings help to ensure the 

good quality of the later classroom activities but are also a great opportunity to get to 

know the participants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMS students taking notes at 

the pedagogical seminar in 

2013   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedagogical seminar 

2013: EMS team and 

participating students 

having lunch together   
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 EMS projects in 2013   

Country  Student  Field of study   School  County  

 

Portugal  André Machado  Sports sciences  Vaimastvere 

School   

Jõgevamaa  

 

Germany  Andreas 

Schlesiger  

Political science  Friedebert 

Tuglas’ Ahja 

School   

Põlvamaa  

 

Germany  Fabian Brüder  Theology  Oskar Luts’ 

Palamuse 

Gymnasium  

Jõgevamaa  

 

Czech 

Republic   

Ivan Macek  Cultural studies, 

history  

C. R. Jakobson’s  

Torma Basic 

School   

Jõgevamaa  

 

Czech 

Republic   

Ivan Macek  Cultural studies, 

history  

Tarvastu 

Gymnasium  

Viljandimaa  

 

Germany  Jana Koltzau  Social sciences  Ülenurme 

Gymnasium   

Tartumaa  

 

Germany  Josua Littig  Politics and 

communication  

Rakvere 

Gymnasium  

Lääne-

Virumaa  

 

Spain   Laia Ferran Solé  Primary 

education 

teacher  

Võsu School   Lääne-

Virumaa  

 

Netherlands   Marjan van Rij  Arts, culture and 

media  

Rakvere Town’s 

Primary School   

Lääne-

Virumaa  

 

Germany   Maximilian 

Graser  

Geography  Otepää 

Gymnasium  

Valgamaa  

 

Turkey  Onur Aydin 

Korkmaz  

Cyber security  Kanepi 

Gymnasium  

Põlvamaa  
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Hungary   Zsuzsanna 

Bartha  

Biology  Lohusuu School   Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Hungary Zsuzsanna 

Földes  

Geography  Lohusuu School   Ida-

Virumaa  

 

 

EMS Estonia team and some of the very first EMS graduates in 2013   

First row, from left to right: Mai from the EMS team, Marjan from Netherlands, Onur from Turkey, 

Zsuzsanna from Hungary, Laia from Spain, teacher Merike Luts form Kanepi Gymnasium, teacher Aive 

Küng from Vaimastvere School, and André from Portugal. Back row, from left to right: Maximilian from 

Germany, Annika from the EMS team, teacher Merike Kaste form Kanepi Gymnasium, Ivan from Czech 

Republic, and Ivar-Endrik from the EMS team.  
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EMS projects in pictures   

 

 

Andreas from Germany with the 

students from Friedebert Tuglas’ 

Ahja School 

   

 

 

PhD student Ivan from  

Czech Republic introduced 

Czech language and history in 

two Estonian schools  
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EMS projects in pictures   

 

 

Josua from Germany prepared a 

puzzle exercise for the pupils of 

Rakvere Gymnasium  

 

 

Laia from Spain introduced Catalonia through the incedible art of Gaudi at Võsu School  
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Once upon a time in Rakvere  

“Kas tead, kus on Holland?” was the first question I asked the fourth graders of Rakvere. 

Nobody responded directly, and then all at once: “Euroopas!”. As I didn't know much more 

Estonian and they didn't know much more about the Netherlands, I thought it was going to be a 

challenge. 

As I had planned, I started first with a little introduction about the Netherlands, its people and 

its land. As soon as I started talking about the only day on which we all turn orange and 

celebrate together our Queensday, the children started asking questions very rapidly. “What is 

the name of your king?”, “How old is he?”, and they went on. I was very surprised that they were 

so interested in a guy who is just so normal for me. Then the teacher told me that Estonia 

doesn't have king or queen. Of course, I knew that! How could I have not thought about that? So 

at this point I decided to change my plan and make the second part about kings and queens. 

When we went outside to play some theatre games, the kids turned from very sweet, silent 

listeners into playful kids that they are. And when I grabbed my camera, to make a video of 

them playing the game Annemaria Koekoek, they turned into perfect little performers. Waving 

at the camera, posing like kings and queens with their hands high in the air, I just fell in love 

with them right at that moment.  

After the games I planned a little drama exercise for them: they had to come up with a story 

and perform it for the group, the teacher and me. The theme was The King and Queen of 

Estonia. When the groups were divided they were very motivated to make a good performance. 

They were running around deciding on the best spot, arguing about their plots and of course 

about their characters. Lunch was eaten in five minutes because they had to rehearse a little bit 

more. And then it was time for kidnappings, robberies and fairy tales – time travelling to the 

medieval times. I realized this wasn't exactly what I was thinking but I had forgotten to show 

them some examples.  

After all, the kids had fun, the teacher was laughing and I was happy. So next year on the 25th 

of April, it might be also Kingsday in the fifth grade at Rakvere Linna Algkool.  

 

Marjan van Rij 

participated in spring 2013  
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EMS in 2014: FACTS AND FIGURES   

Period:  02.01.2014–30.08.2014 

Funding:   Archimedes Foundation  

 Ministry of Education and Research 

(through Gambling Tax Council)   

Number of EMS school projects:  25  

Number of participating exchange students:  18  

Number of participating schools:  25  

Number of participating school children:  ca 1300  

 

EMS team in 2014  

Mai Beilmann  – Programme manager  

Liina Allikmäe  – PR person   

Anni Marie Kunder  – Event organizer  

Jüri Käosaar  – Coordinator for participating schools  

Sandra Saks  – Coordinator for participating students  

Katre Arniste  – Team member (small tasks)  

Annika Jalak  – Team member (small tasks) 

Kärt Lindlo  – Team member (small tasks) 

Helin Tamm  – Team member (small tasks) 

EMS team is grateful to Vilve Pukson and Uta Kührt from Foundation Domus 

Dorpatensis for their help and support.  
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EMS projects in 2014  

In 2014 Europe makes school in Estonia grew bigger in numbers: there were many new 

team members and more participating exchange students and schools. Participants 

from 12 countries implemented their projects in 25 schools. Many participants were so 

enthusiastic about the programme that they wanted to visit more than one school. As 

the Estonian schools were again very eager to participate in the EMS programme, there 

was no problem with finding two or more schools for a motivated exchange student.  

   

 

EMS map 2014: students from 12 countries participated  

There were also more higher education institutions involved in the programme this 

year. In 2013, we recruited our participants only in Tartu and all of our participants 
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were students of the University of Tartu, but in 2014 we recruited students also in 

Tallinn and our participants came from different higher education institutions 

(including University of Tartu, Tallinn University, Tallinn University of Technology, 

Estonian Academy of Arts, and Estonian Aviation Academy).  

Preparation of the participants was an important part of the EMS programme as the 

year before. There were info meetings in Tallinn and Tartu in February and pedagogical 

seminar in Tartu in March. Participating exchange students from Tartu and Tallinn 

gathered together to learn about the EMS programme, Estonian education system and 

teaching methods.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pedagogical seminar in 

2014: Participating students 

and EMS team are trying to 

memorize each other’s 

names   

 

 

 

Pedagogical seminar in 2014: 

participating students 

discussing their project ideas. In 

front row: Anaïs from France, 

Ceren from Turkey, Susann from 

Switzerland, and Réka from 

Hungary  
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Pedagogical seminar 

in 2014: Karoliine 

Piksarv from Teach 

for All Estonia 

programme 

introduced the 

basics of planning 

the lesson    

 

 

Pedagogical seminar in 2014: Karoliine gave EMS students plenty of opportunities for 

discussion as the EMS students always have a lot of ideas of what to do in the 

classroom. Šimon from Czech Republic, Sevil from Turkey, and Tamar from Georgia are 

presenting their project ideas in this picture.  
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EMS final event celebrates everything that EMS is all about: learning about other 

cultures, having fun by learning and teaching, and appreciating the resourcefulness of 

students and teachers. For the second year in a row, EMS final event started with a 

discussion about the implemented projects and went on with learning Estonian folk 

dances and eating the cake.  

 

 

  

 

 

EMS map 2014 on 

the cake: the red 

dots mark the 

locations of the 

schools where EMS 

students went this 

year  

 

  

EMS final event in 2014: participating in EMS programme is voluntary, however, in the 

end the participants are rewarded with a piece of cake and a nice afternoon.  
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EMS projects in 2014  

Country  Student  Major  School  County  

 

France   Anaïs Romero Economics  Holstre School   Viljandimaa  

 

France   Anaïs Romero Economics  Tsirguliina High 

School   

Valgamaa  

 

Italy   Anna Damonti  Foreign 

languages  

Maardu 

Gymnasium  

Harjumaa  

 

Bulgaria  Atanas Milev ja 

Pavlin Hristov  

Aircraft 

mechanics  

Pärnu 

Gymnasium   

Pärnumaa  

 

Turkey   Ceren Karadayi  International 

relations 

Pikavere 

Kindergarten-

Primary School    

Harjumaa  

 

Denmark  Daniel Aeberli  Russian  Kohtla-Järve 

Järve Russian 

Gymnasium  

Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Denmark   Daniel Aeberli  Russian  Saaremaa 

Gymnasium   

Saaremaa  

 

Germany   Elena Seeger  Fine arts  Paikuse Basic 

School   

Pärnumaa  

 

Germany   Elena Seeger  Fine arts  Toila 

Gymnasium   

Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Czech 

Republic 

Jiřina Krejčová Languages  Kohtla-Järve 

Maleva Basic 

School   

Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Czech 

Republic  

Jiřina Krejčová Languages  Valga Basic 

School 

Valgamaa  
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Slovakia  Lucie 

Křemenová 

International 

Relations & 

European 

studies  

Maidla School  Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Slovakia  Lucie 

Křemenová 

International 

Relations & 

European 

studies  

Viluste Basic 

School   

Põlvamaa  

 

Czech 

Republic  

Martina 

Mladejovska 

Law  Antsla 

Gymnasium   

Võrumaa  

 

Czech 

Republic  

Martina 

Mladejovska  

Law  Võru 

Kreutzwald’s 

Gymnasium  

Võrumaa  

 

Switzerland   Mirjam Arnold  Primary 

education 

teacher  

Unipiha Primary 

School   

Tartumaa  

 

Hungary  Réka Tokai Earth sciences  Sillaotsa School   Tartumaa  

 

Georgia   Salome 

Tarkhnishvili  

Interactive 

media  

Kaiu Basic Shool   Raplamaa  

 

Georgia Sofio Giorgadze  Interactive 

media   

Narva 6. School  Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Switzerland  Susann Bünter  Teaching 

education  

Nõo Basic 

School   

Tartumaa  

 

Czech 

Republic 

Šimon Šťastný Sports sciences  Pärnu Koidula 

Gymnasium   

Pärnumaa  

 

Czech 

Republic  

Šimon Šťastný Sports sciences  Tarvastu 

Gymnasium  

Viljandimaa  
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Georgia  Tamar 

Tolordava  

Political science  Keila School  Harjumaa  

 

Georgia  Tamar 

Tolordava  

Political science  Sillamäe 

Vanalinna 

School  

Ida-

Virumaa  

 

Belarus   Yauhen 

Yakimenka  

Cyber security  Valga 

Gymnasium  

Valgamaa  

 

 

EMS Estonia team and EMS students in 2014   

First row, from left to right: Sandra from the EMS team, Elena from Germany, Helin from the EMS team, 

Sofio from Georgia, Salome from Georgia, Anaïs from France, Martina from Czech Republic, and Jüri from 

the EMS team. Second row, from left to right: Anni Marie from the EMS team, Mirjam from Switzerland, 

Susann from Switzerland, Annika from the EMS team, Šimon from Czech Republic, and Jiřina from Czech 

Republic. Back row, from left to right: Atanas from Bulgaria, Jorge from Spain, Pavlin from Bulgaria, Tamar 

from Georgia, Sevil from Turkey, Mai from the EMS team, Ceren from Turkey, Lucie from Slovakia, and 

Réka from Hungary.  
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EMS projects in pictures   

 

 

Mirjam from Switzerland with the 

children of Unipiha Primary 

School  

 

 

 

 

Elena from Germany and the 

pupils of Toila Gymnasium  
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EMS projects in pictures   

 

Daniel from Denmark and the pupils of Kohtla-Järve Järve Russian Gymnasium  

 
 

Susann from Switzerland with the pupils of Nõo Basic School 

 

 



  
EMS Estonia Yearbook 2013–2014 

23 
 

EMS projects in pictures   

 
Anais from France with the pupils from Holstre School   

 

… and with the pupils from Tsirguliina school  
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Why join EMS programme? Impressions of EMS participants  

“EMS is a great project and I just recommend taking part in it. You will get to know 

Estonia from a very different and unique point of view.”  

Andreas from Germany, participated in spring 2013  

“I really enjoyed making this project, both preparing the materials and in the school. It 

was also a good opportunity to visit one school in Estonia and get into contact with the 

education away from my home university.”  

Laia from Spain, participated in spring 2013  

“It was very interesting to see how different the environment and the curriculum of this 

Estonian school is compared to the schools I got to know in Germany.”   

Jana from Germany, participated in spring 2013  

“The teaching itself, when the children (and the teachers also) were amazed by 

something which they had never seen or heard, is such a great-great feeling that it’s 

hard to describe. The school was really prepared for our visit; children and teachers 

showed us around the village, the school museum, the church, the local office, the 

river, everywhere. For me it was very nice to try to communicate with some teachers in 

Estonian language. We made a friend there, one very smart girl, who showed us their 

farm and with whom we are still in contact. Thank you for enriching my stay in Estonia 

with this!”   

Zsuzsanna B. from Hungary, participated in spring 2013  

“I just want to Thank all of You whose idea this project was. Meeting Estonian children, 

teachers, talking with them about circumstances, spending a day with them, eating 

with them… I can say I learned so much from this that I will never forget. Finally, to see 

the pupils, how they are interested in a foreign country, of which they know almost 

nothing about, and ask intelligent questions, is an unforgettable experience. So, Thank 

You!”   

Zsuzsanna F. from Hungary, participated in spring 2013  
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“I really liked the project particularly in this school because students were really 

receptive and everybody was participating. The teachers and administration also joined 

us. What I really appreciated is that they made a lot of effort to show me that Estonia 

and their school are really nice places and they wanted to help me to discover the 

best.”   

Anaïs from France, participated in spring 2014  

“It was amazing. The teachers, the kids, everything. EMS is a great program.”   

Atanas and Pavlin from Bulgaria, participated in spring 2014 

“It is not only an instructive project for students but you will also learn about Estonian 

education system and have a terrific time.”   

Ceren from Turkey, participated in spring 2014  

“Choose a topic that you enjoy speaking about. Don’t be shy, and just enjoy the 

experience together with the students.”   

Daniel from Denmark, participated in spring 2014 

“I really enjoyed my stay in Maidla school. They showed me the whole building, told me 

a bit about the history of that place and they also invited me to taste their food in the 

kitchen. Such nice memories :).”   

“I really enjoyed my stay in Viluste school. Compared to the previous school it was 

different but both were really nice. They picked me up from the bus station, they were 

kind and they tried to fulfil all my requests. Moreover, I learnt new interesting facts 

about Estonia.”   

Lucie from Slovakia, participated in spring 2014 

“I really enjoyed it a lot! It was a great experience and I’m glad that I took part in it. 

You are doing a great job, so continue  It’s amazing when the students tell you at the 

end of the lesson: “Hey, now we really want to visit your country, it’s so interesting.”   

Martina from Czech Republic, participated in spring 2014 
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“This experience was one of the best during my stay in Estonia. Thank you very much 

for offering us this possibility!”   

Mirjam from Switzerland, participated in spring 2014 

“I really enjoyed the school experience and the city itself. I had never thought before 

how many things you can learn from small kids in 45 minutes. Besides, it was great to 

discover the local culture of Narva with the help of my host teacher. Thanks to her I 

saw places which would have been difficult to reach on my own.”   

Sofio from Georgia, participated in spring 2014  

“When I think back of my school time, I really would have liked if somebody from a 

foreign country came to teach us. This project can open children’s eyes in the sense 

that they become aware that there is quite a lot to discover in the world. I am sure they 

will remember these lessons.”   

Susann from Switzerland, participated in spring 2014  

“The idea of the project is great. On the one hand, you are preparing a class for kids 

and on the other hand you are working on yourself. Discovering new things about 

Estonia, about your own country, about your skills, experience and knowledge, is very 

helpful for personal and professional development. EMS team is very friendly and 

supportive, pedagogical seminar was very useful.”   

Tamar from Georgia, participated in spring 2014  

“Just do it! Amazing experience!”   

Šimon from Czech Republic, participated in spring 2014 

 

 


